November 2018 Wilson/WSTEM Newsletter
Dear Wilson/WSTEM Families,
    
It is amazing to think we are already two months into the school year. Last month had a busy
schedule of events and wonderful things are happening at Wilson and WSTEM — and November
will be busy as well! Recently I talked to each of the classrooms about the three things they
will always have control over, regardless of the situation: their effort, attitude and actions. We
discussed there can be situations that can be very challenging, but we want our students to
know that as staff, we are here to help students reach their potential. As a staff, we take great
pride in our building and want to continue to strive for continuous improvement in all that we do.
In October, we had our parent–teacher conferences. I hope you found those learning
conversations to be beneficial. Please continue to communicate with your child’s teacher; our
staff is more than willing to discuss concerns and provide your family with a comprehensive
review of your child’s needs as a learner.
We also had a very successful Try-Athlon and a great turn out for our Halloween Hop. These
were great activities for the whole building and produced a lot of laughs and smiles from our
students and families. I really appreciated all of the hard work and support that went into making
these events something to remember. This truly is an amazing staff and community of families
that make the “Beehive” a special place for our students.
As winter nears and snow becomes even more likely, I wanted to remind everyone again of some
procedures and safety concerns for pick-up and drop-off. The recommended traffic pattern is
eastbound on Gridley Avenue, westbound on Portland Avenue. The cutout area on Gridley is for
active pickup only; please don’t park in that area and leave your vehicle. We know that cars get
backed up at Gridley, but please do pull forward when you can so that we don’t back up traffic
on Glenview Avenue. Please also do not block driveways of the homeowners around our school.
We will continue to look at ways to improve the safety of our children through collaboration with
City of Wauwatosa and the Wauwatosa Police Department.
I hope that everyone has a great Thanksgiving Break. I hope you take the time to reflect upon all
of things that we all have to be thankful for. As always, if you have any suggestions about how to
help us in our efforts toward continuous improvement please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Mike Heun
Principal
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Save the Dates

Birthdays

November 7
All-School Veterans Day Program

Kassidy Sanders
Will Ulvog
Madalynn Anderson
Liam Emmons
Louie Fox
Elise Gardiner
Dexter Brylow
Nyzire Carter
Frederick Veth
Rosalie Silveira
Reed Johnson
Grace Monosso
Ada Brylow
Deanna Bellini
Henry King
Brecken Schueller
Elsa Krueger
Callum Combs
Carter Kyte
Mason Kyte
Emmitt Balistreri
Sam Jenkins

November 7
WSTEM SK/1 to First Stage
November 8
Wilson to War Memorial
November 9
WSTEM to War Memorial
November 9
Wilson SK/1 to First Stage
November 10
Fall Clean-Up
November 20
Service Learning Day
November 21-23
NO SCHOOL (Thanksgiving Break)
November 26
NO SCHOOL (Teacher Professional Learning Day)

Attendance Phone Line (414) 773–1902

Find us on Twitter and Facebook

When your child is absent, please make sure to call in.

www.facebook.com/TosaWilson

If your child is late (the bell has rung), you must come
to the office and sign them in. Thank you.

Twitter @TosaWilson
www.facebook.com/WauwatosaSTEM
Twitter @WauwatosaSTEM
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News
S H UTTE R FLY STOR E

FAM I LY N IG HT
New this winter from the PTSA – a free night of fun at school

Want to check off some holiday to-dos? Looking to prepare

for your whole family. Interested in planning? We have two co-

holiday cards or maybe design photo gifts for friends and family?

chairs who are looking to fill out their committee with some more

Wilson/WSTEM has its own storefront with Shutterfly and for

parents! Email wilsonwstemptsa@gmail.com to help out.

every dollar sold, 13% gets donated back to our school! Simply
use this link http://wilsonwstem.shutterflystorefront.com/ to

LI B RARY H E LP

use our storefront and make a super easy donation to
our school!

Kari Johnson and Bridget High are coordinating ongoing
volunteers for the library this year. If you would like to sign up

VETE RAN S DAY

to help sort and organize books, please use the following link
http://signup.com/go/XoBNgWi.

The 3rd-Annual Wilson/WSTEM Veterans Day Recognition
Program will be Nov. 7 at 8:30 am. All veterans in our

BATTLE OF TH E BOOKS

community are invited to participate and be recognized for
their service. Keep an eye out for messages and email

If you are interested in having your 4th or 5th grader participate

scheuingk@gmail.com with any questions or to participate.

in Battle of the Books or if you are interested in helping out with
the program, please contact Angi Kizewski angiwadek@gmail.

TEACH E R AN D STAFF APPR ECIATION

com or Melodie Fox melodie.fox@gmail.com.
Thank you to Balistreri’s for donating pizza and salads for the

S E RVICE LEAR N I NG DAY

Teacher Conferences Dinner: shout out to the parents on the

Our school-wide day of service is back after a hugely successful

pizza, set up and cleaned up so that the teachers were able to

day last year! Service Learning Day is a PTSA-sponsored

focus on conferences.

committee who also donated drinks and desserts, delivered

event that allows each class to participate in a service project
during school hours. It is also a great opportunity for Wilson

EXTE R IOR B EAUTI FICATION

and WSTEM to join forces and serve the greater community
together! This event will be on Tuesday, November 20, which

Mark your calendars and join other parents and students for the

is the last day before Thanksgiving break and also the day of

Annual Fall Cleanup: Saturday, Nov. 10, 9–11am.

the Turkey Trot. Keep an eye out for an email from your grade’s
project coordinator with details on your specific project. We

PTSA D I R ECTOR I E S

encourage you to volunteer if you can (and grandparents are
welcome too!).

If you joined the PTSA this year, you should have seen your
directory come home at the end of October (check your

We will be working with the following organizations: Guest

student’s backpack). If not, it’s not too late! A $10 family

House, St. Camillus, Harwood Place, Ronald McDonald House,

membership includes a copy of the directory. Any membership

Dream Bikes, USO, Fisher House, and more. We are still in

or directory questions? Contact kerryveth@gmail.com

need of project coordinators for the following grades: Wilson
and WSTEM SK, Wilson 1, WSTEM 4, Wilson and WSTEM 5.
Thanks to all who have already volunteered! If you are interested
in coordinating a project or have any questions, please reach out
to: annahassell@gmail.com or ali.wergin@gmail.com. And
don’t forget, please save your used bikes for the DreamBikes
project this year!
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News (cont.)
G R E E N TEAM

Art Update
ART S PECIALI STS

The composting initiative is moving along! The students are

It’s been an exciting, busy start to the year in the art room! Did

getting more comfortable with sorting their waste into compost,

you know the elementary art department learning targets are

recycling and landfill items. The help of the student and parent

based on the National Studio Habits of Minds, processes and

volunteers is still very important. On average, we divert about

mindsets of artists, regardless of age? They include things such

80% of our cafeteria waste away from landfills every lunch!! The
Student Green Team (open to any 4th and 5th graders that
are interested!) meets the second Tuesday of each month
from 3:30 to 4:30 pm in Mrs. Mader’s room. For October’s
“RECYCLE” meeting, we learned about the importance of
having a “clean stream” of recyclables, which means having
very few contaminants, or things that would complicate the
process at the recycling plant. This same concept goes for
compost; it’s important that we don’t have more than 4%
contamination in those bins. If too much of the wrong stuff
goes in recycle or compost, the entire batch could be put into
landfill. The Student Green Team worked on posters using
actual items from our lunch waste to remind everyone what
goes in Compost, Recycle and Landfill (well, we used pictures
of food, not actual food scraps :). At the November meeting,
we will be learning about the Crayola color cycle program and
making collection bins so we can start recycling markers.

as “Reflect,” “Express” and “Envision.”

Parents, if you are interested in catching the cafeteria
composting in action or would like to help at the Student
Green Team meetings, let us know!
Lunch spot signup: http://www.signup.com/go/Compost
or email Jill McClellan or Lauren Christie.
jillstephany@hotmail.com
lauren.wegerbauer@gmail.com

VOLU NTE E R S HOUT-OUT
Thank you to Cori and Mike Bleisner, Jo Durnin, Bobbi Jo
Lang, Wendy Balistreri, Sarah Bittorf, Catie Webster, and all
of the parents who worked so hard to make the Halloween
Hop an amazing event!
Thank you to Jenna Byom for organizing our amazing MOD
pizza night! It was a delicious event.

Each monthly newsletter we will feature updates on two different
grade levels. The SK artists in both WSTEM and Wilson have
been learning the routines of the art room. We have focused
on our “develop craft” target: I can practice using materials
and techniques, and our “stretch and explore” target: I can
try something new in my artwork and turn my mistakes into
“beautiful oops.” Artists have been using drawing materials,
creating textures with rubbing plates and leaves, and exploring a
variety of paint types.
1st grade artists in WSTEM have also been settling into our
routine. They have reviewed different types of lines, adding
textures and painting to also work on the “develop craft” target.
We will be working on a tree collage next!
Our 1st grade Wilson artists have been working hard on
developing their craftsmanship in their art. They just finished a
drawing and painting project inspired by Vincent Van Gogh’s
piece titled “Sunflowers,” where they practiced using different
lines and explored warm and cool colors!
Mrs. Abbey Finn, Art Specialist
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Physical Education Update
Dear Wilson/WSTEM Families,
I first would like to welcome all of the new families that have joined our school this fall. I am
looking forward to working with your children by giving them a fun and enjoyable physical
education experience, where individual growth (cognitive, physical and emotional) is the focus
while developing a love of being physically active.
During this year, students will continue to learn about and put into practice good sportsmanship
practices. This includes following rules, respecting teammates and opponents, taking individual
responsibility for actions, accepting defeat and being able to end a game without arguing.
Please take the time to read the attached article on sportsmanship and copy the checklist to put
somewhere in your child’s view. This would be a good way to instill important sportsmanship
concepts throughout the day, not just at school. Consistency and perseverance will ensure
better habits and behavior when playing games.
The Warrior Race in September turned out to be the best event yet. Students ran both the
obstacle course (in the gym) and the outdoor Spartan stations like champions. Everyone did
amazing! I am very proud of all of our kids and the effort that they put in on that day. It is one
of my favorite days of the school year. I have MANY people to thank for their efforts, time and
donations. Thank you to Josh Shafer, Van Nguyen, Kiera Shafer and Tyce Ortega for spending
the day with us and bringing the station equipment, assisting and encouraging our students. I
also want to thank Kerry Veth for her huge role in making this day happen. She took the PTSA
lead in getting a team together to organize the wristbands, posters, forms, volunteers, drone
operator and much more. Thank you to the countless volunteer parents that took time out of
their busy day to take a shift spotting and supervising classes as they went through the courses.
In the four previous years we’ve run the Warrior Race, I have never seen this many volunteers
for the event. I am very grateful for your help. Last but not least, thank you to all of the parents
and family members that donated/sponsored their children. As of October 22, we have raised
$11,650. WOW! All money raised goes to academic enrichment activities, events and supplies
that teachers might otherwise not have. The Warrior Race was designed with this in mind.
Looking ahead: Tuesday, November 20 is the annual Turkey Trot Run/Walk. All families are
welcome to and encouraged to join us. Classes SK-5 will assemble on the Portland side of the
building at 2 pm. The Walk/Run takes us down Honey Creek Parkway to the footbridge leading
to Hart Park. We have permission to run two laps on the track and head back to school the
way we came. Wauwatosa Police Department will be blocking streets for additional safety. I’m
looking forward to seeing you there. Happy Thanksgiving!
Sincerely,
Mrs. Wendy Schmidt, Physical Education Specialist
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From the PTSA President
Dear Wilson/WSTEM Families,
    
I hope all of you survived the sugar rush of Halloween! Our annual Hop was a huge success
and one of the favorite parties of the year for the students. Even though our Halloween candy
piles may start to dwindle, don’t be dismayed, we have some uplifting events to look forward
to in November!
On Tuesday, November 20, Wilson and WSTEM will be participating in our 2nd annual Service
Learning Day. We have so many great service projects lined up this year — if you are able to
swing it, please come volunteer and check out what all the buzz is about!
We will also be hosting our first Wilson/WSTEM Parent Holiday Service Night (Dec. 6, 7–9
pm). Come socialize with other parents while making holiday baskets, centerpieces, and blankets
for the Meta House and Ronald McDonald House.
And a very friendly reminder to get out and vote on Tuesday, November 6! You can preview
what’s on your ballot at https://myvote.wi.gov/en-US/previewmyballot. This year
Wauwatosa residents will have the opportunity to vote on the facilities referendum to address
the most significant needs of the Wauwatosa School District’s aging facilities. At our October

PTSA general meeting we voted unanimously to support the YES to Tosa Schools grassroots
campaign. The improvements to our schools that will be funded by the referendum are very much
in line with the overall mission of the PTSA.
As always, please reach out with any questions. Our next meeting is November 7 at 7pm in
the library.
Hope to see you there!
Ali Wergin
Wilson/WSTEM PTSA President

https://www.wauwatosa.k12.wi.us/ref2018
https://www.facebook.com/yestotosaschools/?__tn__=KR&eid=ARDSYuUERZy_YlMwT2-RR4hdI2PUysmEX7gh3eAm_NJ4heAq2sm_
RIKPwzjbDi1NjpCl7OQWFiYFhx35&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.
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Calendar
1

15

Picture Retake Day

8:30-1 pm, Cafeteria

We Care Club

11:45-12:30 pm, Library

2
3:30-5:30 pm, Art Room

2nd Grade Girl Scouts

3:30-5 pm, Library

5
3:20-4:45 pm, Library

6

3:20-4 pm, Library

20
Service Learning Day

8:20-12 pm, Varies

Young Rembrandts

3:25-4:25 pm, Art Room

DI-Malcom

3:30-4:45 pm, PTSA Kitchen

SK Daisy Scouts Meeting

3:30-4:30 pm, Library

Wilson 3rd Grade Animal Presentation

9:30-11:15 am, Gym

21-23

Young Rembrandts

3:25-4:25 pm, Art Room

No School-Thanksgiving Break

DI-Malcom

3:30-4:45 pm, PTSA Kitchen

7

11:45-12:30 pm, Library

19
Battle of the Books

3rd Grade Girl Scouts

4th Grade Girl Scouts

We Care Club

26
No School-Teacher Professional Learning Day

All-School Veterans Day Program

8:30-9 am, Gym

WSTEM SK/1 to First Stage

11-2:15 pm, First Stage

27

ICWW-Chess

2:20-4 pm, Gym

Classes Resume

DI-Wiese/Lawson

2:20-4 pm, PTSA Kitchen

Young Rembrandts

3:25-4:25 pm, Art Room

DI-Rising Stars

4-5:30 pm, Art Room

DI-Malcom

3:30-4:45 pm, PTSA Kitchen

WSTEM Governance Board Meeting 5:30-7 pm, Library
PTSA Meeting

7:00-8:15 pm, Library

8
Wilson to War Memorial

9-1 pm, War Memorial

Cub Scout Popcorn Distribution

3:20-5 pm, Gym

9

DI-Wiese/Lawson

2:20-4 pm, PTSA Kitchen

ICWW-Chess

2:20-4 pm, Gym

DI-Rising Stars

4-5:30 pm, Art Room

29
We Care Club

WSTEM to War Memorial

9-12:30 pm, War Memorial

Wilson SK/1 to First Stage

11-2:15 pm, First Stage

9-11 am, Outside

13
Green Team Meeting

3:20-4:45 pm, Room 115

Young Rembrandts

3:25-4:25 pm, Art Room

DI-Malcom

3:30-4:45 pm, PTSA Kitchen

14
DI-Wiese/Lawson

2:20-4 pm, PTSA Kitchen

ICWW-Chess

2:20-4 pm, Gym

Cub Scout Pack 148 Meeting

6-8 pm, Cafeteria

11:45-12:30 pm, Library

30
2nd Grade Brownies

10
Fall Clean-Up

28

3:30-5 pm, Library
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WSD Elementary Libraries-Wisconsin Schools Digital Library Consortium

Let’s kick READING into

OverDrive is a free library collection for all elementary students to check
out ebooks and digital audio books on personal devices.
It’s as easy as 1,2,3
1. Visit https://wsdlcwi.libraryreserve.com/ or open the app
Sora
on any smartphone, tablet, mp3 player, e-reader, or computer.
Choose Wauwatosa School District from the dropdown.
2. Login: Library card number is your school username
(same as logging onto your chromebook)
Pin is your password (same as logging onto your chromebook)
3. Read in your browser or download the epub/kindle book!

Happy Reading!
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact:
Meegan Archambo, Elementary Library Media Services Coordinator
archamme@wauwatosa.k12.wi.us
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TEACHING KIDS TO BE “GOOD SPORTS”
TEACHING KIDS TO BE “GOOD SPORTS”
by Dr. Darrell J. Burnett
“Sports do not build character. They reveal it.” - Heywood Hale Brown
Youth Sports: The Last Vestige of Sportsmanship
We’re living in an age where the preservation of traditional values can no longer be taken for granted. It seems we need to
have reminders (books, movies, newspaper articles, etc.) to maintain our awareness of the importance of preserving the
basic human values which are essential to the survival of a community.
It’s no different in the world of sports. The traditional value of sportsmanship is being challenged from all sides: professional,
college, high school, and even in youth sports. There are some who say sportsmanship is becoming a lost art and that unless
we remind ourselves of the essentials of sportsmanship and strive to maintain the basics of sportsmanship it will gradually
fade as other values have done in our society.
In the midst of all this, it seems doubly important that we recommit ourselves to guiding our youth, reminding them what
sportsmanship is all about, rewarding them for showing good sportsmanship and showing, by our example, that sportsmanship is still alive and valued in youth sports today.
Here’s a 10-item checklist for kids to follow as they try to develop a habit of good sportsmanship.
1. I abide by the rules of the game.
Part of good sportsmanship is knowing the rules of the game and playing by them. If a player decides to play a given sport, it
is the responsibility of that player to learn not only how to play but how to play according to the rules which have been established and standardized to allow competitive games to be played in an orderly fashion. The more a player knows the rules the
more that player can enjoy the sport.
2. I try to avoid arguments.
Part of good sportsmanship is anger management. Arguing with officials, coaches or opponents is often simply a misguided
effort at “letting off steam” in the heat of competition. A good sport knows that anger can get in the way of a good performance. A good sport knows how to walk away from an argument and to stay focused on the game at hand.
3. I share in the responsibilities of the team.
Good sportsmanship implies that the player on a team is a team player. In other words, the player understands that his or her
behavior reflects on the team in general. Moreover, a team player does not condone unsportsmanlike conduct from teammates and reminds players that they all share in the responsibility of promoting good sportsmanship.
4. I give everyone a chance to play according to the rules.
In youth recreational sports the more talented players, if they are good sports, will look out for and encourage the less talented players on the team, cooperating with coaching plans to let everybody play. Unfortunately, some coaches may become so
preoccupied with winning at all costs that they never play some players, regardless of the time and effort they put in at daily
practices, even when the score warrants clearing the bench.
5. I always play fair.
Honesty and integrity should be an integral part of sports. A player with good sportsmanship does not want a hollow victory
which comes as a result of cheating (“dirty” fouls, ineligible players, performance enhancing drugs, etc.)
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TEACHING KIDS TO BE “GOOD SPORTS”
(cont.)
6. I follow the directions of the coach.
A player with good sportsmanship listens to and follows the
directions of the coach, realizing that each player’s decisions
affect the rest of the team. If a player has disagreements with
the coach, the player discusses the disagreements privately in
a civil manner, away from the public eye.
7. I respect the other team’s effort.
Whether the other team plays better, or whether they play
worse, the player with good sportsmanship does not use the
occasion to put the other team down. In the field of competition respect for opponents is central to good sportsmanship.
If an opponent out-performs a player that player accepts it,
learns from it, offers no excuses and moves on. If a player
out-performs an opponent, that player enjoys the victory, but
does not gloat, does not belittle, and does not minimize the
opponent’s effort.
8. I offer encouragement to teammates.
A sign of good sportsmanship is a player who praises teammates when they do well and who comforts and encourages
them when they make mistakes. Criticizing teammates in
the heat of battle simply distracts from the focus of working
together and gives the advantage to the opponent who develops a sense of confidence when seeing signs of weakness or
a lack of unity in the midst of the competition.
9. I accept the judgment calls of the game officials.
Part of the human condition is making mistakes. Arguing with
an official over a judgment call simply wastes energy. The
player with good sportsmanship knows that errors may be
made, but the player also knows that a game is made up of all
the plays and calls from the beginning to the end of the game,
not just the call in dispute. The player with good sportsmanship may be upset, but that player also has learned to focus
his/her energies back on the game and on doing the best he/
she can do for the rest of the game.
10. I end the game smoothly.
When the game is over, pouting, threatening, cajoling have no
place in the life of the players with good sportsmanship, who
emphasize the joy of participating, regardless of outcome.
They’re not devoid of emotions but they know that their efforts
to end the competition smoothly, without antagonistic emo-

tional display, will help ensure that the games will continue in the
future.
On a final note, a word of caution. We can’t be so naive as to
think that by teaching and valuing sportsmanship in our youth we
will ensure that they will take these values with them into their
young adult and adult sports lives. However, if we don’t expose
them to the essentials of sportsmanship, and if we don’t guide
them in developing a sense of good sportsmanship, we can all
but guarantee that they will fall prey to the young adult and adult
world of sports and athletics, with its continued tendency to minimize sportsmanship, and maximize winning as the only real value
in competitive athletics.
Sportsmanship Checklist for Kids:
1. I abide by the rules of the game.
2. I try to avoid arguments.
3. I share in the responsibilities of the team.
4. I give everyone a chance to play according to the rules.
5. I always play fair.
6. I follow the directions of the coach.
7. I respect the other team’s effort.
8. I offer encouragement to my teammates.
9. I accept the judgment calls of the game officials.
10. I end the game smoothly.
Sportsmanship is the ability to:
win without gloating
lose without complaining
treat your opponent with respect
Sportsmanship Tips
If you make a mistake, don’t pout or make excuses. Learn
from it, and be ready to continue to play.
If a teammate makes a mistake, offer encouragement,
not criticism.
If you win, don’t rub it in.
If you lose, don’t make excuses.
Dr. Burnett is a clinical and sport psychologist, parent, national
lecturer, author, consultant and volunteer youth league coach who
has been in private practice for more than 20 years working with
troubled youth and their families, specializing in positive parenting.
He is also an Institute for International Sport Sports Ethics Fellow.
For a catalog describing all his materials call (800).493.5943
Email: djburnet@pacbell.net. Website: www.djburnett.com

