
Where can I go for help?  

…At home.   
The Parent Guide  

CPM has published comprehensive 
Parent Guides for their texts. 

These are available for purchase  
or you can download the entire book  
(or just a chapter) for free from their  
website.  The guides contain explanations 
of the concepts and objectives from 
each unit, with discussion and answers  
to key questions, as well as additional 
practice problems with answers. 

Parent Guides are available at 
www.cpm.org/textbooks/. 
 
Homework Help 

CPM provides free access to  
homework help and answers at 
their website.  The links provide 
hints to help students complete 
problems on their own.  It would 
be slower to complete all of your 
homework this way, but the site 
is available as a check for you if 
you are really stuck or to see if 
you arrived at the correct answer.  

Homework Help is available at 
www.cpm.org/textbooks/. 
 

Contact 
Please contact your teacher with your 
comments or questions. 
 
Debbie Moertl 
District Teacher Leader – Secondary Math 
moertlde@wauwatosa.k12.wi.us 
414-773-3340 
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Why College Preparatory 
Math? 
In 2010, Wisconsin adopted the Common  
Core State Standards for Mathematics 
(www.corestandards.org), which call for 
some major changes in how we teach  
mathematics. One of the most important 
changes is creating a balance among the 
three essential components of math  
education:    

 conceptual knowledge & understanding 

 problem solving & application 

 procedural fluency 

Current research in mathematics educa-
tion supports this balanced approach. 
 
As our teachers began implementing 
best practices in teaching mathematics 
based on the Common Core State  
Standards in Math, the search for a  
resource that could support these 
changes began.  The math teachers in 
our four secondary schools found that 
College Preparatory Math (CPM) was a 
resource that could support our efforts. 
 
CPM math not only focuses on what  
students learn, but also on the how they 
learn and how they demonstrate their  
understanding of mathematical concepts.  
Research has shown that students learn 
best when engaged by doing math, not 
just watching a teacher talk about it.  
So, students will spend much of a CPM 
math class working through a variety of 
rich, challenging problems with a group 
of a few other students, supported by 
their teacher.  Students are expected 
to dive in and participate with their 
team – CPM math allows no passive  
spectators.   

The collaborative approach has many  
benefits:   

 it allows the strengths of students to 
be refined while also helping to  
develop any areas of weakness; 

 it promotes perseverance and team 
work; 

 it helps students formulate and ask 
questions; 

 it provides a vehicle for a high level 
of communication, both in students 
writing and speaking. 

 
Employers continue to list the ability to  
communicate and the ability to work as 
part of a team as two of the most  
important qualities they look for in  
prospective employees.  Students in our 
math classes develop their math skills 
and knowledge, as well as these 21st  
century skills every day. 
 
 
 

What does class look 
like? 
The role of the teacher 

For part of the class period teachers 
teach in the manner in which you have 
familiarity (direct instruction).  For  
other parts of the period, teachers guide 
students through new material, by asking 
probing questions offering support.   
Lectures (formalization of the lesson) 
often take place after students work 
through their lessons.  At the conclusion 
of each lesson, teachers provide closure 
to the lesson, formalizing the learning 
that has taken place that day. 

 

The role of students 

The CPM program is designed for  
students to learn by working with  
classmates.  During most class periods, 
they will be working through a variety of 
problems with a group of three or four 
students.  The problems are designed to 
be completed together, accompanied by  
discussion, arguments, confusion, and  
resolution.  Teachers will be in constant 
communication with all teams and  
individual students, formatively  
assessing whether students are  
mastering the target for the day and 
adjusting the lesson as needed. 

What about homework?  
Students can expect between 15 and  
30 minutes of homework each night.  
Homework focuses mainly on review 
problems—not concepts students are 
currently working on.  So even if  
students did not quite understand the 
main concepts of the day’s lesson, they 
should still find that they can complete 
the homework independently.  Mastery 
over time is the reasoning behind all this 
review.  That is why accurate homework 
completion is critical to success in our 
math courses. 
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