
Dear McKinley Families, 
 

Our performing arts department would like to invite all McKinley families to attend our upcoming Winter Concerts.  

We will begin our winter concerts on December 15th with our SK through 3rd grade sing beginning at 2:00 PM (doors 

will open at 1:15 PM).  This will be followed by our 4th & 5th grade sing/concert on Friday, December 16th at 2:00 PM in 

the large gym (doors will open at 1:15 PM).  Our students and teachers have been working tirelessly in order to pre-

pare for your arrival.  I am sure they are going to put on an excellent performance. 
 

This year as a staff we are focusing our instructional efforts on helping our students meet their individual growth goals 

in reading and math.  One way we have done this is by scheduling our day differently so that we can include an indi-

vidualized (or small group) learning time for every student.  This time is called PIE (Practice, Intervention and Enrich-

ment) time.  PIE time will be part of our student schedules 3 to 4 times a week during the school year.  During PIE 

time our students are working on their individual learning needs in reading and math.   Our teachers are using MAP 

data and weekly assessments to help each student focus their learning on areas of individual academic need (practice, 

intervention and enrichment).   
 

The Wauwatosa school district has helped us with this endeavor by purchasing Compass Learning Odyssey, which is an 

online learning tool that allows for differentiation to meet each student’s individual needs.  It is a student-centered pro-

gram designed to increase student achievement.  Compass Learning takes each student’s MAP testing results and as-

signs activities based on MAP test scores in the areas of math, reading and language arts.  Students in grades 1st through 

5th may spend time working on Compass Learning during their reading/math instructional time or PIE times.  This 

online tool will not replace teacher’s instructional interactions with students, but will be used to supplement those 

times when teachers are working with other students. 
 

Please contact me or your child’s teacher if you have questions regarding PIE time or Compass Learning.  I hope you 

and your family can attend one of our winter concerts.  Thank you. 

 

 

Mark Carter 

Principal 

(414)773-1510  

carterma@wauwatosa.k12.wi.us  

December 2011 
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Secret Holiday Workshop 

THIS Saturday, December 3, 2011  

 
The Workshop is designed for students to purchase gifts for their relatives for the holidays.  

All items are $10 and under.  In addition to the workshop, the Brownies and Girl Scouts will be 

having a bake sale to raise money for families in need.   
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Calendar At A Glance   *Subject to Change 

January 2012 

 2 – Classes Resume 

12 – PTA Meeting, 7:00pm 

16 – No Classes, K-12 

18 – Market Day Pickup  2:15-3:15 pm 

19 – Open House & Art Show, 6:00-7:30 pm 

23 – Inservice Day, No Classes 

26 - Follow a Friday Schedule 

27 – Family Game Night 6:30-8:30pm 

 

February 2012 

  6 – Kindergarten Registration 8:00 am – 3:30 pm 

  9 – Principal’s Advisory Council, 4:00pm 

10 -  PTA Family Fun Night, 5:30-8:30pm 

15 – Market Day Pickup  2:15-3:15 pm 

15 – Parent/Teacher Conferences, 4:30-8:00 pm 

16 – Parent/Teacher Conferences, 4:30-8:00 pm 

17 – Parent /Teacher Conferences,  No Classes 

20 – JK Only Conferences, No JK Classes 

21 – Faculty Meeting, 3:30 pm 
 

March 2012 

  2 – Early Release, 11:30am Dismissal 

  5 – Trimester 2 Ends 

  8 – PTA Meeting  7:00 pm 

13 – Hoops for Heart, 3:15-5:00 pm 

 14 – Market Day Pickup  2:15-3:15 pm 

20 – Faculty Meeting, 3:30pm 

23 – High Interest Day 
 

April 2012 

   5 - Follow a Friday Schedule 

6-13 – Spring Break 

16 – Classes Resume 

17 – Faculty Meeting, 3:30pm 

18 – Market Day Pickup  2:15-3:15 pm 

19 – Math Night 6:00-8:00 pm 
 

May 2012 

  3 - Principal’s Advisory Council, 4:00 pm 

10 - PTA Meeting, 7:00 pm 

15 – Faculty Meeting, 3:30pm 

     – Band/Orchestra/Chorus Concert, 7:00 pm 

16 – Market Day Pickup  2:15-3:15 pm 

17 – Spring Book Fair 

25 – Inclement Weather Make-up, or No School 

28 – Memorial Day, No School 

31 – Field Day 
  
June 2012 

  7 – Last Day of School 

      5th Grade Celebration 

McKinley Elementary School * 2435 N 89 Street * Wauwatosa, WI  53226 * 414-773-1500 

December 2011 
 

  7 – Market Day Pickup  2:15-3:15 pm 

15 – Gr K-3 Winter Sing, 2:00 pm 

16 – Gr 4 & 5 Winter Concert, 2:00 pm 

20 – Faculty Meeting, 3:30pm 

22 - Follow a Friday Schedule 

23-30 – Winter Break 

2012 - 2013 JK , New SK and 6th Grade Registration 
 

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION 
 

MCKINLY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Monday, February 6, 2012 

8:00 AM - 7:00 PM 
(JK students currently attending McKinley DO NOT need to be regis-

tered again for SK.) 
Questions can be directed to the McKinley Office:  773-1500 

 
6TH GRADE ORIENTATION & INFORMATION SESSIONS 

 
LONGFELLOW MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Tuesday, February 7, 2012 
5:00PM-6:30 PM  OR  7:00 PM-8:30 PM 

Longfellow Auditorium 
(414)773-2400 

 
WHITMAN MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Wednesday, February 1, 2012 

6:00 PM 

(414)773-2600 

 
Look for more information as these dates draw near.  Please feel free to 

contact Mrs. Winters or the Middle Schools with any questions. 

Tips and Reminders 
 

Please have your child dress for the 
weather.  Except for times of extreme 
weather conditions, the students will go 
outside for recess. 
 
 

 

If your child needs to take any type of medication at 
school, a parent must complete an authorization form 
in the office.  The medication must be delivered by a 
parent/guardian and be in its original container. 

 

It is imperative that any changes to your contact infor-
mation (phone, address, email, etc)  be communicated 
immediately with the school office.   



Each Friday is   

McKinley Spirit Day!! 

You can show your school spirit by 
wearing red & black or McKinley 

Spirit Wear! 

24 Hour 

Attendance Line 

414-773-1502 

Do you have 
Old, Worn Out 
athletic shoes 
laying around 

the house? 
 

don't give 
them the 

boot!! 
 

Why not... 

Skip on over 
to mckiinley 

and kick them 
into the ... 

 

Nike  
Reuse-a-Shoe 

 
 ...collection bin outside 
the lunchroom.  Old ath-
letic shoes are recycled 
into materials used for 
the creation of new ath-
letic surface materials 
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December, 2011 
 
Many of us have read to our young children faithfully and diligently. We 
no longer question the huge benefits to reading to our kids for as long as 
we can hold their attention. However, as they age, may of us tend to let 
this practice go. We assume that once they can read on their own, our 
work is done. 
 
Not so. Research indicates a wide variety of benefit to reading aloud 
even to our teenage children (Barrett 2000)! These benefits range from 
an increase in comprehension of text and better listening and speaking 
skills, to improved social skills and motivation to read. 
 
If you are still reading to your older children... way to go! You are provid-
ing your child with a wealth of opportunities to grow. If you have fallen 
out of the habit... it’s not too late! Pick up an old favorite and read! 
 
Bibliography: 
 
Barrett, Verginia D. "Are We Reading to Our Teens?" Book Report 19.1 
(2000):   
     35-38.Www.wiscat.net. Badgerlink, May-June 2000. Web. 29 Nov. 
2011. 

 November 2011  
 
Do you ever struggle to find your next great book to read? There are 

many great resources available to us on the internet to inspire and guide 

our future book selections. One of my favorites is NoveList K-8 and Nov-

eList, both available to us from Wisconsin’s Badger Link site, http://

www.badgerlink.net/. Here, students can choose their age, preferred 

reading genres, keywords, etc, and they receive back a list with images 

of relevant books to read!  

Scholastic’s Book Wizard, http://www.scholastic.com/bookwizard/, is 

another great place for kids to find the perfect book. Book Wizard allows 

the user to enter in authors, titles or keywords, and then narrow by age, 

reading level, topic, genre, and even book type. They can also save lists 

for future use.  

So, log on, get hooked on another great book, and keep up 

Elementary Library Media Services Coordinator 
Jenny Odau 

Family Fun Night.   
Friday, February 10th  

(new date) 
 

Look for information in the January 3rd 

Family Folder! 

The second graders in Brownie 
Troop 3216 will be collecting new and 
gently used stuffed animals for 
Shielded Hearts 
(www.shieldedhearts.com) from No-
vember 28th to December 16th. The 
animals are given to police officers 
and Wisconsin’s Child Protection 
Center in Southeastern Wisconsin to 
comfort a child in a crisis situation. 
These stuffed animals will give chil-
dren something to call their own dur-
ing a difficult time. Take advantage of 
the holiday sales or make room for 
some new toys before Santa comes. 
Please place your stuffed animal in 
one of the collection bins located 
near the office or 90th St entrance. 
Thank you for your help in making 
this a successful service project and 
helping a child in need. 

New & Gently Used 
Stuffed Animal  

Collection Drive 

http://www.shieldedhearts.com
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