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WordWest
October, 2011Dear Tosa West Families,

Once again the month of September has flown by as we make our way
into the second month of the 2011-12 school year.  Our sports teams
have been doing really wel,l especially our Girl’s Swim and Tennis teams.
Also at the time that I am writing this Newsletter our Boys Volleyball team
is getting ready to play Shorewood for what could be the conference
championship.  It is great to see so many of our young adults out for extra
or co-curriculars.  Students who get involved have proven to do much 
better in their academics.

Our teachers continue to get the most out of our Wauwatosa
Wednesdays.  These important collaboration opportunities have results in
setting new goals for this year.  We must continue to improve upon our
past performances.  Our building goals are as follows:

• WKCE:  In Reading: Our students will continue to improve until
95% of all students are proficient or advanced.  This year we are looking
to improve by 10% from 78% to 86%.
• WKCE: In Math: Our students will continue to improve until
95% of all students are proficient or advanced.  This year we are looking
to improve by 10% from 76% to 83%.
• MAP: In Reading (53%) and Language Arts (52.5%), 68% of all
students will meet or exceed their growth targets.  In Math (65%), 72% of
all students will meet or exceed their growth targets.
• The ACT composite score in each content area tested will
increase from 23.1 to 23.8 and continually increase test participation to
100%.
• The percentage of students enrolled in AP courses will continue
to increase each year with all students completing an AP course prior to
graduation. 48% of seniors last year took at least one AP course, our goal
is for 52% for the 2011-12 school year. 

October always offers plenty of opportunities for parents to get involved.
This Wednesday, October 5th, our Orchestra will perform at 7:30pm in the
Auditorium.  The week of October 10th is Homecoming week.  We will
have our HC parade next Friday starting at 4:15pm.  Many of our alumni
will be returning for the 50th Anniversary Celebration.  This year we will
also have the Powderpuff game on Thursday night following the freshman
football game at 7:00pm.  Finally, Parent/Teacher Conferences were
moved up to October this year.  Please plan on meeting with teachers on
Thursday, November 20th and Tuesday November 25th from 4:30pm to
8:00pm.

The next few months will find many of our students involved in a variety
of testing opportunities. Juniors and some sophomores will take the PSAT
on October 12, while all sophomores will participate in the Wisconsin
Knowledge and Concepts Examination (WKCE) in November, and the
ACT sponsored PLAN test in December. The WKCE is the state-wide test
that students have been taking for most of their school careers, while the
PLAN is specifically designed to help students assess their progress and
adjust where necessary on their way to college readiness.

I hope to see you all at school during the next few months for at least one
of these events. If you have a question about anything, please do not
hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Frank Calarco
Principal

Three West
Seniors Awarded
in 2012 National
Merit Scholarship
Programs

Wauwatosa West seniors Ellyn Kirtley, Natalie Mullins
and Alexandra Utech have been named as
Semifinalists in the 2012 National Merit Scholarship
Program.  More that 1.5 million juniors in over 22,000
high schools entered the 2012 National Merit
Program by taking the 2010 Preliminary SAT/National
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test.  The nationwide
pool of Semifinalists, which represents less than one
percent of U.S. high school seniors, includes the
highest scoring entrants in each state.  Approximately
15,000 Semifinalists are expected to advance to the
Finalist level and it is from this group that all National
Merit Scholarship winners will be chosen.

National Merit Scholarship winners of 2012 will be
announced beginning in April and concluding in July.

Our sincere congratulations go to all three students
on this outstanding achievement.

NOTICE TO PARENTS

As a reminder, student course grades are updated weekly
and available to all parents by using PowerSchool.  If you
are having difficulty connecting with PowerSchool, please
let us know and we will assist you in obtaining information
on your student's progress.
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1st Quarter Report Cards

The first quarter of the 
2011-12 school year ends on
November 4th.  First quarter
report cards will be printed 
and mailed on November 9th.   

What is a CSP?
You may have heard the acronym
CSP from one of your students.
So you ask “What is a CSP and
why is a CSP important?”  In 
addition to help from teachers
before and after school hours,
cooperative study periods are
another option for students to
receive academic assistance at
West.  All full-time teachers have
a study period devoted to helping
students, including students from
other classes, with their home-
work.  For example, if your child
has a first hour study hall and his
or her English teacher is not 
available, your child may get a
pass from the study hall teacher,
another teacher, or someone in
the main or guidance offices to go
to the CSP room and get the
assistance they need.  The CSP
room is located just inside the
entrance to the library.

Each period of the day, the CSP
room has teachers assigned from
each academic department as
well as other subject areas.  Our
faculty is ready to assist your child
with any difficulty they may be 
experiencing.  This opportunity is
available to all; ranging from 
students that struggle with daily
demands to students with a 
rigorous course load.  What a
great option for any student to
help them get the most out of
their education.  

So, whether a student needs to
get back on track, receive help on
homework, be supported in 
tackling challenging content, gain
greater understanding of course
material, receive guidance for test
preparation, and/or simply
become more confident with the
knowledge they are gaining, …
teachers will be available to help.

Gallery 114 Grand Opening
October 6th

Wauwatosa West's student managed art gallery, Gallery

114,  will officially open on October 6th, 2011.  The

gallery was started last year when the National Art Honor

Society wrote a grant to the EFW and students began

planning.  The gallery was named after our location of

114th Street and Center.  The gallery will exhibit nine

themed shows per school year, entirely run by students.

Our first show is a tribute to the

students of the National Art

Honor Society and will run

through October 20th.  Gallery

114 is located on the east side

of the Steiner Technology

Center in the Wauwatosa West

library.  Gallery hours are 

8am-4pm.  

ALL JUNIORS WILL MEET WITH COUNSELORS 

Starting in October, counselors will begin meeting with all 11th grade 
students.  Conferences will include academic goal setting, post-secondary
planning, and a review of the student’s current transcript.  Parents are
encouraged to attend if possible.  Families will receive a letter at home
with their son or daughter’s appointment time.

Please contact the Guidance Office at 414-773-3030 if you did not receive
a letter or if you have any questions.
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The 6th Annual 
"Toasting for Tosa West"

Fundraising Event

Join Tosa West families and community 
members for the 6th annual "Toasting for Tosa
West" fundraising event on Thursday, November
10th, 2011, at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in
Wauwatosa.  

From 6:30 to 9:00 pm, enjoy sampling Wisconsin
beverages from Vino 100 and O’Sullivans.  Silent
and live auction items, event tickets, restaurant
gift certificates and more are available for bidding
all night - you won't want to miss it!   All proceeds
benefit the Wauwatosa West Scholarship
Foundation (WWSF).  

WWSF was established in 2004 to recognize and
award scholarships to graduating Wauwatosa
West Seniors who have post-secondary education
plans.  Over $60,000 in scholarships have been
awarded to date.  Join us for this great event and
in supporting our students.

To buy tickets, donate auction items or become a
corporate sponsor, contact Angel Rice at 414-462-
3239 or via email at toasting4tosa@gmail.com. 

Closed
Campus
Policy 

The closed campus 
policy that can be found
in the Student/Parent
Handbook states that
during the regular school
day, students are not
allowed to leave the
building without parental
permission.  That 
permission can be given
for illness, appointments,
family business and
emergencies.  Going out
to lunch (except with the
parent), going out to buy
lunch and bring it back to
school, or going home for
lunch, are not acceptable
reasons to leave school.
We ask for your 
cooperation in adhering
to this policy for the 
safety and well-being of
our students.  Only
Seniors who have earned
the privilege of open
campus during lunch by
good grades, attendance
and behavior are given
permission to leave 
campus for the lunch
period.



4

Breakfast - A Great Start to the Day

This year, we need your help to make sure all of our students are fully prepared for academic
success.  We all know that hungry children have a more difficult time doing their best work.
That’s why we encourage all students to begin the school day with a nutritious breakfast.

The School Breakfast Program is available to all students at our school every weekday morning.
You do not have register your child in advance.  Your child can eat breakfast at school every day
or only occasionally.  School breakfast makes good sense – for only $1.50, it provides ¼ of your
child’s nutritional needs, meets Dietary Guideline recommendations, and offers children a
chance to eat breakfast with their friends.   Students who qualify for free or reduced benefits for
lunch, also qualify for free or reduced breakfast.  The reduce price for breakfast is $0.30.

School Breakfast is an ideal solution on busy mornings when kids are running late or parents
have to be at work early.  Whatever the reason, if breakfast at home is not convenient, please
have your child take advantage of breakfast here at school.

Thank you for helping us to make sure that all of our students start the school day alert, well fed
and ready to learn.

Footloose:  The Musical

Wauwatosa West Trojan Players presents "Footloose: The Musical" on November 4th, 5th, 11th,
and 12th at 7pm, and November 6th at 2pm. Tickets are reserved seating: Adults $15, and
Students/Seniors $10. Purchase tickets online at www.seatyourself.biz/trojanplayers, follow the
Trojan Players on Facebook at www.facebook.com/trojanplayers, and/or call the info line at 414-
773-3219. Bring gently used shoes or new socks for the Trojan Players "Kick Off Your Sunday
Shoes" sock and shoe drive to benefit Milwaukee Rescue Mission and receive $1 back at the
door. (recommended for ages 10 & up)

One of the most explosive movie musicals in recent memory bursts onto the live stage with
exhilarating results. When Ren and his mother move from Chicago to a small farming town, Ren
is prepared for the inevitable adjustment period at his new high school. What he isn't prepared
for are the rigorous local edicts, including a ban on dancing instituted by the local preacher,
determined to exercise the control over the town's youth that he cannot command in his own
home. When the reverend's rebellious daughter sets her sights on Ren, her roughneck boyfriend
tries to sabotage Ren's reputation, with many of the locals eager to believe
the worst about the new kid. The heartfelt story that emerges is of a father
longing for the son he lost and of a young man aching for the father who
walked out on him. To the rockin' rhythm of its Oscar and Tony-nominated
top 40 score (the soundtrack album reached number one on the Billboard
charts and has sold over 15 million copies!) and augmented with dynamic
new songs for the stage musical, FOOTLOOSE celebrates the wisdom of
listening to young people, guiding them with a warm heart and an open
mind.
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The Counselor’s Corner
News From the Tosa West Guidance Department
Visit our website at: west.wauwatosa.k12.wi.us/guidance

Important Test Dates

PSAT/NMSQT will be given Wednesday, October 12, 2011 in the cafeteria at West beginning at 8am.

The PSAT is great preparation for the SAT.  Students who take the test in 11th grade, and meet other program entry
requirements, my enter the National Merit Scholarship Corporation programs.  The cost of the PSAT is $14 and may be
purchased at all (2) lunches beginning September 26th.  Upon receipt of payment, each student will receive a copy of the
PSAT/NMSQT Offical Student Guide, which is full of useful information, including a full-length practice test.

We do encourage Grade 10 students to take advantage of this opportunity as well.  It is beneficial for younger students to
take the test to get a head start on improving academic skills needed for success in college and beyond.  They also have
the opportunity of experiencing a standardized test.  All students who take the test will receive an official grade report.
Score results will arrive in late December and we will notify all students/parents of their results.  They will receive scores in
critical reading, math and writing skills and will see how their scores compare to those of other students across the country.

Students who take the test will receive free access to My College Quickstart, an online college and career planning tool
that contains an online PSAT/NMSQT Score Report, and more salient information related to their future.  For more informa-
tion, visit www.collegeboard.com or see any counselor.

2011-2012 SATs and ACTs

SAT examination - Saturday, Nov. 5 Saturday, Dec. 3 Saturday, Jan. 28
Registration deadline -   Friday, Oct. 7 Tuesday, Nov. 8 Friday, Dec. 30

ACT examination - Saturday, Dec. 10* Saturday, Feb. 11 Saturday, April 14*
Registration deadline -   Friday, November 4 Friday, Jan. 13 Friday, March 9
* Wauwatosa West is a test site on this date

College bound seniors who have not already completed college entrance examinations or those who wish to retake them
should consider using these test dates.

ACT Writing Test 

ACT test takers will have the option of taking the Writing Test as part of the ACT Assessment. Students who take this option
will be asked to produce a 30-minute writing sample in addition to the other parts of the ACT assessment.

UW-Madison, the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities and Marquette University require the writing test as part of the 
application for admission. For more information visit uwhelp.Wisconsin.edu/actsatfaq .

Midwest College Exchange Program

The state of Wisconsin recently joined the Midwestern Higher Education Compact which oversees the Midwest College
Exchange Program. This program has been available to students in the Midwest since 1994. Through the Midwest Student
exchange program students can attend universities, colleges, and vocational/technical schools at a reduced tuition not to
exceed more than150% of the in-state resident tuition rate. Participating private institutions offer a 10% tuition discount. 

Current states participating in this program include Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri,
Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, and Wisconsin.  This program does not include every college or university in these 
participating states. Check out the Midwestern Higher Education Compact website for a complete listing of schools and 
programs available through this program at www.mhec.org . 

Milwaukee National College Fair

The Milwaukee National College Fair will take place on Sunday, October 9, at the Frontier Airlines Center. The Fair begins
at 12:00 p.m. and ends at 3:30 p.m. College representatives will be available to provide information about their schools to
interested students and their families. For more information visit the following website www.nacacnet.org/NCF .
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Letters of Recommendation for College
As seniors and their parents already know, Wauwatosa West is using Docufide by parchment
Secure Transcript ( http://www.wauwatosa.k12.wi.us/schools/high/west/Transcripts.cfm) as the
new method of sending transcripts directly to colleges and scholarship foundations.  Wauwatosa
West is doing so to comply with the wishes of colleges and universities across the nation.  To
say this has changed the college application process at Wauwatosa West would be an 
understatement. 

In the past, Wauwatosa West has been able to send applications, transcripts, letters of 
recommendations and other application material all in one mailing.  A record of everything sent
was easy to keep track of.  With the advent of online applications and electronic transcript
acquisition, colleges are receiving parts of the application process through various sources.
Wauwatosa West has now lost the ability to confidently know what has been sent and when and
what still needs to be sent. 

As this is still a learning experience for both the high schools and colleges, attaching letters of
recommendation, when required, is one piece of the application process that can be
problematic.  In consulting with other high schools, Wauwatosa West has decided to handle the
letters of recommendation portion in a way that other high schools are using with success.

Students seeking a letter of recommendation are asked to supply to the letter writer an
addressed, stamped envelope for the letter, when completed, to be mailed directly to the 
college, university, or scholarship foundation of choice.  This direct mailing will take out of the
equation the uncertainty of whether or not the letter has gotten there.  It will also ensure that
transcripts, when requested by Docufide, will be sent in a timely fashion. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact the Wauwatosa West Guidance Department with questions
about Docufide, letters of recommendation, or the college application process.  Our goal is to
make this process a smooth one for students and parents.

LEARNING NEVER ENDS
Learning Never Ends, an evening of mini-classes for adults, sponsored by the Wauwatosa

Recreation Department, will be held from 6:45-9:30p.m. on Tuesday, October 18, at Wauwatosa West
High School.

Participants can attend two 75-minute classes from among 21 sessions.  Some of the topics for
the evening include:  Tea 101, Simplify Your Financial Life, Paper Clutter, Milwaukee in the Civil War,
QiGong – Exercise for Wellness, Off-Season Landscape Maintenance and many more.

Registration for the two sessions is $10 per person.  For more information, please contact the
Wauwatosa Recreation Department at 773-2900, visit their website at www.tosarec.com or check out the
Recreation Departments 2011 Fall Activity Guide that was mailed to all Wauwatosa residents in August.
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AttentionWauwatosaWest Alumni
You’re Invited to our

50th Anniversary Celebration

 
 

Friday, October 14, 2011
*** Pep Assembly – 2:00 pm ***

*** Homecoming Parade – 4:30 pm ***

*** Tailgate Party – 5:30 pm ***
*** Homecoming Game – 7:00 pm ***

Saturday, October 15, 2011

*** Presentations by the Mayor and Superintendent ***
*** Tours of West High andWhitman Middle School ***

414-773-3004 

We look forward to you joining us! 
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Wauwatosa Secondary Attendance Procedures for 2011-2012

The Wauwatosa School District is required to make contact with parents/guardians in order to comply with Section
118.15 (1) of the Wisconsin School Laws and School Board Policy 5200, which states that all school aged children
should attend school.  The District further wishes to ensure that all students are given an equal opportunity to achieve
to the best of their abilities.   Therefore, the following procedures will be followed to inform both the parent/guardian
and student.

Parent Excused Absences: 
According to State of Wisconsin statutes, and Wauwatosa School Board Policies, students must attend school full time
until the age of 18 unless legally excused.  The legal reasons for an excused absence by Wauwatosa Schools are: 
1. Personal illness
2. Serious illness of a member of the immediate family requiring the student to assist at home 
3. Sudden family emergencies 
4. Religious observances 
5. Appointments with medical specialists when the appointments cannot be made outside of school hours 
6. Attendance at a funeral of a relative or a friend
7. Special family observances 
8. Family trips that can only be taken during the school term
9. Required legal appearances

In addition, Wisconsin Statute 118.15 (2) c states “a child may not be excused by a parent or guardian for more than
ten days in a school year.”  Therefore, notification will be sent to inform parents when the ten excused days have
occurred.  A medical excuse for any following absence may be required or the day will be marked as a day of truancy
for any other occurrence.

At any time throughout the school year, if you need to report an absence or have an attendance question, please call
414-773-3002.

Unexcused Absence/Truancy all or part of a day:
If a parent/guardian does not contact the school about their child’s absence and reason, the child will receive an 
unexcused/truancy mark.  
1. After three unexcused/truancy marks a letter will be sent home to notify parent/guardian of the concern  
2. After five unexcused/ truancy marks, a school support person will call parent/guardian and the student will
meet with an Associate Principal and School Resource Officer to discuss the importance of attending school  
3. The next intervention will take place if the student reaches seven unexcused/truancy marks.  A second letter
will be mailed home which will contain a date and time for a meeting to further discuss the attendance issues with 
parent/guardian
4. A final letter will be sent at ten days indicating that a municipal citation for habitual truancy will be issued by
the School Resource Officer (SRO)

As a parent/legal guardian it is your obligation to call for absences and provide explanation for absences.  It is our 
obligation to inform you by letter when the absences begin to reach the number that cause concern.  Many times, 
parents or guardians are unaware of the total number of days their child has been absent.  We know you realize 
regular attendance is a necessary factor in achieving success.  Work missed can never be made up in a completely
satisfactory manner because the value of class activities is missed forever.  It is our goal to work with all families to
help support their students in a manner that will help them achieve excellence in the classroom.

Tardy to School:  
Progressive school measures will be taken after a student’s second tardy.  Consequences for being tardy to school will
occur after the second tardy (such as detentions, lunch detentions, Saturday detentions, loss of privileges, etc.).
1. When a student is tardy to school three times, school will make contact with the parent/guardian to let them
know that it is a concern  
2. A second call home will be made once a student reaches their seventh tardy to school 
3. A citation will be issued by the School Resource Officer when a student is tardy ten times

Again it is our goal to work with all families to help support their students in a manner that will help them achieve
excellence in the classroom.  At any time throughout the school year, if you have any concerns or need to talk with a
school staff member, please do not hesitate to call us.  We look forward to working with you this school year.



C  A  L  E  N  D  A  R      O F      E  V  E  N  T  S

Wednesday, October 5 Orchestra Concert
7:30 p.m.

Thursday, October 6 Gallery 114 Opening
6:30 p.m.

Monday, October 10 8th Grade Open House
6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, October 12 PSAT Test
Hours 1 - 4

Friday, October 14 Homecoming Festivities
4:30 p.m.  Parade
5:30 p.m.  Tailgate
7:00 p.m.  Game

Saturday, October 15 50th Anniversary
Ceremony  11:00 a.m.

Homecoming Dance
8:00 - 11:00 p.m.

Thursday, October 20 Parent/Teacher 
Conferences
4:30 - 8:00 p.m.

Tuesday, October 25 Parent/Teacher
Conferences
4:30 - 8:00 p.m.

Friday, October 28 No Classes

Friday, November 4 End of 1st Quarter
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