Wauwatosa Increasing Student Opportunities in 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math(STEM)
I would like to update you on the exciting initiatives the district started and continues to build upon in the area of STEM education for our students. Several staff members and community members continue to hold discussions about ways to increase opportunities for Wauwatosa students.
The charter school,  Wauwatosa STEM, was named one of 18 finalists for the Intel® Schools of Distinction Awards – Math Excellence category in April 2011. This K-5 charter school hosted Family Engineering Nights and continues to grow in enrollment. Visit the web site to learn more about the school.
At the middle schools, Gateway courses have been added this year for seventh and eighth graders interested in engineering. Through the District Development Plan, a committee is currently investigating the possibility of a STEM middle school, to be located at both Longfellow and Whitman, to provide more opportunities in the areas of science, technology, engineering and math.
Wauwatosa East and West students are participating in engineering electives through Project Lead The Way. Because of student interest in expanding their opportunities to take engineering courses, the School Board is considering the addition of an aerospace engineering course for students at both high schools.
The district STEM committee helped to establish relationships with the City of Wauwatosa, Milwaukee School of Engineering and Marquette University, inviting parents and staff members to become involved in promoting engineering opportunities to Wauwatosa students.
Along with coursework, extra-curricular activities give students fun opportunities to learn through First Lego League teams, Robotics and, at West, a Rube Goldberg team. 
You can learn more about the STEM initiative by visiting the STEM  web site or clicking here to read their newsletter.
In the Information about Student Health and Well-being section below, there are several articles that you may find of interest. Information on families eating together and the resulting positive impact is shared. In addition, facts and information about lice, some of which you may not know is also included.   While lice is a situation we deal with in our schools throughout the year, the stigma associated with lice continues to discourage people from wanting to talk about it.  It is important that we do communicate to parents if a student with lice has been found at school as well as ensuring parents to contact the school when they know their child has lice or has been treated for it.  We want to do everything we can to prevent the spread of lice in our schools.
Thank you for your continued support. Please contact me with any questions or comments.
Phil Ertl
Superintendent
