Special Education Parent Network Meeting

January 13, 2009

Transition

A panel of special education teachers and student services staff members shared information regarding activities and strategies used to foster a smooth transition into a new building.  Students who will begin middle school or high school in the fall will have the opportunity to visit the school with their class as well as with parents.  Students with IEP’s will also participate in transition meetings with their new special education teacher to discuss their IEP and answer any questions they may have.  In addition, summer school will offer “Welcome to Middle School” or “Bridge the Gap to High School” which are intended to assist with transition.  All students are encouraged to take advantage of the different opportunities offered during summer school.

Wauwatosa School District Assessment

Recently a letter was mailed to all family summarizing our participation in the Department of Public Instruction Assessment.  We will continue the required work through the remainder of the year.

Stimulus Money
An updated list of items purchased with Stimulus Funds was distributed.  Currently a team of secondary special education teachers are looking at Math resources and interventions.
Read and Write Gold

We have purchased an upgrade of Read and Write Gold, a software program that is used to assist students with reading and writing.  It is available on every computer in the district, and can be used by any student.  In addition, the upgrade includes portable drives for middle school and high school students to use at home to assist with homework.  A demonstration will occur for parents at the March parent meeting.

Summer School


Summer School registration begins April 24th, 2010, with classes running June 21st through July 30th.  During parent teacher conferences, teachers will discuss summer school recommendations for students.  We will also discuss summer school at the March Parent Meeting.  We will have several special education teachers employed over the summer to support and assist students with disabilities (SWD).  Please remember that the district does NOT release IEP’s to summer school staff, as most of them are not district employees.  If you enroll your child in summer school, request an IEP at a glance or a copy of your child’s IEP from your child’s special education teacher.  You can share these documents with summer school staff.

Recreation Department

Last year the recreation department offered a monthly program on Saturdays for SWD.  They are currently attempting to put together a Saturday program for SWD that will occur weekly, for approximately 1-1.5.  Information will be available in the near future. 
Next Meeting March 24th 9:00-10:30 Fisher Conference Room A.

Read and Write Gold Demo and Summer School

