Wauwatosa School District Free and Reduced Meals Information

 A NEW APPLICATION MUST BE FILLED OUT EACH SCHOOL YEAR.

 DEADLINE IS OCTOBER 14, 2011 FOR BENEFITS TO CONTINUE     WITHOUT INTERRUPTION if you received benefits last year.
If an application is not included in your registration packet, one can be obtained at any school office or downloaded at:  www.wauwatosaschools.org
The School District of Wauwatosa recognizes that children need healthy meals to learn.  All students, whether free, reduced, or full pay receive the same value meal which consists of a main entrée, choices from the offering bar, and milk.  Elementary full price meals cost $2.25 and the reduced price is $.40 per day. Middle and High School full price meals cost $2.35 and the reduced is $.40 per day.  Any additional purchases such as a second milk, second entrée, or a la carte items are the responsibility of the parent/guardian regardless of meal status.  If your child qualifies for free or reduced lunch benefits this also qualifies them for free or reduced breakfast benefits, if your school is participating in the breakfast program.  A breakfast value meal consists of a main entrée, choice from the offering bar, and milk.  The full price breakfast is $1.50 and the reduced price is $.30 per day.
Below is a list of frequently asked questions:

1. I was approved for benefits last year; do I need to fill out another application this year?  Yes, a new application must be filled out every school year.  A 30 day grace period is given for you to obtain and return to the school or administration office.  The 30 day grace period starts the first day of the new school year and continues until the end of the day on October 14, 2011.
2. If I don’t qualify now, may I reapply at a later date?  Yes, you may apply anytime during the school year should your household size increase or decrease and/or if your income should increase or decrease.

3. If I have more than one child in the Wauwatosa School District do I need to fill out an application for each child? No you only need to fill out one application for all children attending the same public school district.  Please let the school offices know that you have applied, if you have a child in more than one school.
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4. Who qualifies for free meals?  Children in households getting FoodShare or W-2 cash benefits, and most foster children can receive free meals regardless of family income.  Also, children can receive free meals if your household income is within the free guidelines set forth on the Federal Income Guidelines.
5. Who can receive reduced price meals?  Children can receive low cost meals if your household income is within the guidelines set forth on the Federal Income Chart.

6. Can homeless, runaway and migrant children receive free meals?  Please contact the child’s school and ask to speak to the social worker or homeless liaison to see if your child(ren) qualify. 

7. Will the information I give be checked?  Yes, we may ask you to send written verification.  All information will be kept confidential throughout the school district and in the cafeteria.
8.  Once I fill out an application, how long before I hear anything?  Applications will be processed and go into effect within 10 school days of receipt of the completed application.  You will be notified by mail as to whether or not your family qualifies.  Until your application is approved, you will need to send a cold lunch to school for your child or pay for their meals.  If you have an elementary student, you must prepay for their meals through the school lunch program or e-Funds account.  If your child attends a secondary school, they may pay for their meals with cash, through the district prepaid family account or e-Funds.
9. What is a “completed” application?  A completed application contains the name of all household members with the amount of income listed, the source of the income, and how often the income is received. (EXAMPLE:  weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, etc.)  A completed application also contains a signature of an adult household member and the last 4 digits of the social security number of the adult signing the application.  Or indicate that you have no social security number.
10. If my family does qualify for free or reduced meal benefits, are these benefits retroactive to the first day of school?  No, meal benefits go into effect the day the application is processed and approved.

The Wauwatosa School District does not discriminate on the basis of a person's color, sex, race, religion, national origin, ancestry, creed, pregnancy, marital status, sexual orientation, or physical, mental, emotional or learning disability.


