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I would like to bring everyone up to date on one of the District Development Plan initiatives that has been discussed by parents and staff for several years, the scheduling of the 3753 students currently enrolled in our middle and high schools. In 2007, the Long Range Planning Committee also expressed a need to look at the current daily structure. Scheduling is a complex process; one which we want to ensure is based on student learning needs and is financially viable for the district to operate long term.

Currently in 6th, 7th and 8th grade we operate in a middle school format with teams of teachers grouped with a specific group of students, called a house. The day is broken into 7 periods, which includes, home base time and lunch. At the high school level we operate with 7 periods of approximately 50 minutes each, again including lunch and weekly homeroom time. These two formats have been in operation in our district for a long time.

   There are several different reasons to be looking at this issue right now. 

· Flexibility for students to be able to take required classes and also the elective classes they want is a high priority.  Too often, students are not able to take the classes they would like and that would allow them to progress at a higher level. 

· We continue to increase the number of high level course options for students at the 6-8th grade level.  With these increases, we need to provide ample time during the day so a student can take an additional class without sacrificing too many of their elective choices.

· At the high school level most high schools across the county continue to operate with a schedule that was developed to prepare students for work in factories prior to World War II.  Current research has shown this type of schedule does not meet the needs of the 21st century student.

· Elementary schools also have some scheduling issues. The administration will continue to look at opportunities to increase student learning and the way in which time is structured at the elementary level.

This has been an opportunity for staff and parents on the committee to take an extensive look at what we want our students to know and learn and how we deliver that education to them. As the committee moves forward, there will be an opportunity for parents and community members to look at the various schedules being considered and offer input. Please continue follow my blog and Alert Now communications for updates on the progress of the committee.

 

If you have any questions, or would like to share your thoughts on this, I would greatly appreciate hearing from you.You can contact me at 414 773-1010 or at ertlph@wauwatosa.k12.wi.us

Superintendent Phil Ertl

