What can all teachers do to help writers? 
· Help students analyze a piece of writing in terms of the text structure you want them to write - sequential order, cause and effect, problem/solution, or comparison.  

· Model the writing process -- pre-writing, drafting, revising, and proofreading.  

· Emphasize comparison/contrast in reading and writing activities. 

· Provide extensive opportunities to identify main ideas/topics from reading selections. 

· Require students to support and give explanations for their responses (i.e., processes they chose to use or decisions they made). 

· Expect students to thoroughly present information on a topic, elaborating through evidence and thoughtful analysis of text.  

· Provide writing opportunities that involve writing process strategies, use of graphic organizers, elaboration. 

· Teach proper form for various types of writing within a writing-as-a-process model (i.e., pre-writing, drafting, peer response groups, revision, proof reading and publication). 

· Emphasize language usage within the context of the editing process: students must become aware of the need to communicate effectively to a designated audience with in-depth responses. They must use complete and correct sentence structure and correct grammar, usage, spelling, capitalization and punctuation, as well as proper paragraph form. 

· Teach students to use a variety of sentence types and to use a sense of appropriate personal voice and style. 

How can writing be integrated into all content areas?
Typical assignments in all content areas should include ongoing use of certain key words, task designs, and writing strategies:
	Key Words
in Prompt
	Tasks
	Writing
Strategy

	explain, discuss, explore
	Make an event, a process, a problem, or a relationship clear and understandable. Include examples and reasons.
	explanation

	identify, show, tell about, what is/are
	Explain the distinguishing characteristics of a subject or the meaning of a term. Use specific details.
	classification (identification/description/definition)

	compare, contrast, discuss similarities and differences
	Show likenesses and differences. Support your points with details and examples.
	classification (comparison and contrast)

	analyze, who causes and effects, examine, show how, explain why, in what way(s)
	Show causes and effects, or break a subject down into its parts, showing how they function and relate to the whole. Use facts and examples.
	analysis

	trace, summarize, outline
	Give a condensed description of an issue, an event, or a sequence of events. Omit minor details.
	summary

	evaluate, pros and cons, in your opinion, in your judgment
	Present your judgment on an issue, an event, or a historical or political figure. State your criteria, and evaluate the subject on the basis of each.
	synthesis (evaluation)

	interpret
	Consider the significance of a subject in the context of your total knowledge, and explain it in your own words.
	interpretation


 

