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Social Studies
Grade 8
25 Benchmarks

            
History (grades 5-12)

Standard 6: Understands colonial history and settlement in the Americas (1585-1763) 

SS8.6.h.1
Understands peaceful and conflicting interaction between English settlers and Native Americans in the New England, Middle, and Southern Colonies.
· Recognize the outcomes European/Native contacts

· Understand how the Navigation Acts were used by England to expand their empire

· Identify the impact the two had on each other in terms of trade

SS8.6.h.2
Understands religious, political, and economic development in the 13 colonies

· Understands the roots of self government

· Identify how religion shaped the values of each colonial region

· Understand economic differences based on geographical location

SS8.6.h.3
Understands the events that culminated in the English victory over the French in the French and Indian War, and why the war and it’s outcomes were significant.

· Understand how the battle for land in North America between France and Britain helped lead to war.

· Identify the reasons most Natives fought on the French side.
· Identify the new land boundaries in North America as a result of the Treaty of Paris, and how that affected the development of the colonies.
· Identify how the French and Indian War was a prelude to rebellion
Standard 7: Understands the causes of the American Revolution and the impact on the economy, society, and government (1754-1820) 

SS.8.7.h.1
Understands the major political issues in the thirteen colonies prior to their independence from England 
· Understand how the French and Indian War was a prelude to rebellion

· Identify the steps and counter steps the British and the colonies used to gain their political will

SS.8.7.h.2
Understands the strategic elements of the Revolutionary War 

· Understand how the Colonists won the war against superior British forces.
· Know about American military leaders in the Revolutionary War.

· Know about British military leaders in the Revolutionary War.

· Know and Indentify key battles and turning points in the war
SS.8.7.h.3
Understands the formation of the Continental Congress and creation of the Declaration of Independence
· Understands key objections to the Declaration as originally written
· Identify key aspects of the Declaration

· Understand the political and economic issues addressed by the Continental Congress

· Understand the accomplishments and failures of the Continental Congress

SS.8.7.h.4
Understands the factors that led to the breakdown of the Articles of Confederation
· Understand the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation
· Know how Shay’s Rebellion encouraged the calling of the Constitutional Convention
· Understand causes of Shay’s Rebellion
SS.8.7.h.5
Understands how the Constitution balances the three branches of government

· Understands how our government took ancient ideas to create a modern republic

· Knows specific duties of the three branches of government

· Understands the system of checks and balances

· Understands how our Founding Fathers created compromises in order to satisfy all states wishes

· Understands how citizen involvement is crucial to a successful government

SS.8.7.h.6
Understands how the Bill of Rights was introduced to ensure individual freedoms
· Understand how past experiences in the colonies led to the first ten amendments 

SS.8.7.h.7
Understands the significance of first President George Washington

· Understands the impact Washington made on the United States government

SS.8.7.h.8
Understands the War of 1812

· Understands the causes of the War of 1812

· Knows about the Native American support of the British in the War of 1812

· Understand the purpose of the Monroe Doctrine in Latin America and for intentions of U.S. expansion
Standard 8: Understands the United States territorial expansion between 1801 and 1861, and how it affected relations with external powers and Native Americans
SS.8.8.h.1
Understands the factors that led to U.S. territorial expansion in the Western Hemisphere

· Understands Napoleon’s reasons for selling the Louisiana Territory

· Understands the Corps of Discovery and their findings
SS.8.8.h.2
Understands the impact of the Louisiana Purchase

· Knows the impact the Louisiana Purchase had on politics, economy, and westward settlement

· Understands the influence of the Louisiana Purchase on the concept of Manifest Destiny

· Understands how the Louisiana Purchase affected relations with Native Americans

· Understands how the Louisiana Purchase ignited the issue of slavery again

SS.8.8.h.3
Understands the impact of territorial expansion on Native American tribes

· Understands the impact of territorial expansion on the Native American tribes

· Understands the significance of the Trail of Tears

SS.8.8.h.4
Understands the origins of Manifest Destiny and its influence on the westward expansion of the United States
· Understands the role of Manifest Destiny in the resolution of the Oregon dispute with Great Britain

· Understands how Manifest Destiny led to the Mexican-American War

· Recognize the impact of Manifest Destiny on presidential elections and outcomes

· Identify the problems Manifest Destiny caused in the slavery debate

SS.8.8.h.5
Understands events that led to the Mexican-American war and the aftermath
· Understands the threat American settlement in Texas had on Mexican government

· Knows about the Texas War for Independence

· Knows about and indentifies the significance of the American defeat at the Alamo

· Knows about the U.S. annexation of Texas

· Understands the consequences of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo
Standard 9: Understands the causes and character of the Civil War and the effects of the war on reconstruction (1850-1877) 

SS.8.9.h.1
Understands the economic, social, and cultural differences between the North and South

· Understands the economic differences between the North and South

· Understands the social differences between the North and South

· Understands the cultural differences between the North and South

· Understands the opposing constitutional perspectives that led to the Civil War

SS.8.9.h.2
Understands slavery prior to the Civil War
· Understands the importance of slavery as a principal cause of the Civil War

· Understands the growing influence of abolitionists prior to the Civil War

· Understands the elements of resistance through the Underground Railroad

SS.8.9.h.3
Understands the development of sectional division and secession prior to the Civil War

· Understands how events after the Compromise of 1850 impacted sectional differences

· Understands how the Dred Scott decision impacted sectional differences

· Understands southern justification for secession

SS.8.9.h.4
Understands military and economic events that influenced the outcome of the Civil War as well as those leaders whose decisions influenced the outcome of the war
· Understands the presidential leadership of Lincoln during the secession crisis

· Understand the impact the war had on the economies of the North and South
· Understand key battles and how they influenced the outcome of the war

· Identify major military leaders for the North and South

SS.8.9.h.5
Understands how decisions made during the Civil War impacted Reconstruction policy and results

· Understands the physical, emotional, and economic suffering of the South after the Civil War

· Understands why Amendments 13, 14, and 15 were created
· Understands steps that lead to Andrew Johnson’s impeachment 
· Understands the growth of discrimination and segregation of African Americans during the Reconstruction period
Standard 10: Understands how industrialization, immigration, urbanization, and United States foreign policy transformed America (1870-1900) 

SS.8.10.h.1
Students will be able to analyze immigration, industrialization, and urbanization through general discovery questions.
 
Civics and Citizenship

Standard 25: Understands how the government established by the Constitution embodies the purposes, values, and principles of American democracy

SS8.25.c.1
Knows how fundamental values and principles of American democracy are expressed in historic documents

· Articles of Confederation, Declaration of Independence, Constitution, Bill of Rights…

Standard 27: Understands government and its functions

SS.8.27.c.1
Understands how the Constitution balances the three branches of government

Geography

Standard 28: Understands the uses of maps

SS8.28.g.1
Understands the characteristics and uses of maps, globes, and other geographic tools and technologies as relates to U.S. History
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