Vocal Jazz Ensemble
Grades 10-12
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29 Benchmarks
Standard 1: Promote creativity, teamwork, leadership and performance through the music curriculum.

MUS.VJ.1.1
Attend and participate in all performances, sectionals, clinics and festivals
MUS.VJ.1.2
Develop leadership skills in sectional work

MUS.VJ.1.3
Create and express themselves musically

MUS.VJ.1.4
Develop improvisational skills

MUS.VJ.1.5
Experiment with arranging for combo (optional for instrumental jazz ensemble)

MUS.VJ.1.6
Evaluate the quality of their performance and the performance of others.

Standard 2: Demonstrate appropriate rehearsal techniques, tone quality, intonation, rhythmic unity, expression and balance.

MUS.VJ.2.1
Prepare literature during sectionals, rehearsals and personal practice

MUS.VJ.2.2
Improve vocal technique

MUS.VJ.2.3
Explore use of special vocal effects during rehearsal and performance

MUS.VJ.2.4
Demonstrate a knowledge of equipment and its appropriate usage

MUS.VJ.2.5
Practice individual parts

MUS.VJ.2.6
Understudy solo parts when appropriate

MUS.VJ.2.7
Acquire a basic knowledge of chords and basic chord changes

MUS.VJ.2.8
Experiment with arrangement for combo (optional for instrumental jazz ensemble)

Standard 3: Demonstrate an understanding of music literacy including pitch, rhythm, meter and key signatures.

MUS.VJ.3.1
Improve instrumental technique

MUS.VJ.3.2
Explore use of special vocal effects during rehearsal and performance

MUS.VJ.3.3
Critique recordings of other instrumental and vocal jazz artists

MUS.VJ.3.4
Compare various versions of tunes (lead lines) recorded by different artists

MUS.VJ.3.5
Self-assess recordings of Vocal Jazz Ensemble performances at concerts and clinics

MUS.VJ.3.6
Understudy solo parts when appropriate

MUS.VJ.3.7
Develop improvisational skills

MUS.VJ.3.8
Acquire a basic knowledge of chords and chord changes.

MUS.VJ.3.9
Experiment with arranging for combo (optional for instrumental jazz ensemble)

MUS.VJ.3.10
Read and notate music using traditional methods and modern technologies

MUS.VJ.3.11
Interpret and perform rhythm patterns in a jazz style which are written in traditional notation

Standard 4: Students will experience the connection between music, other cultures and disciplines.
MUS.VJ.4.1
Explore the biographies of jazz artists

MUS.VJ.4.2
Connect jazz style periods to political/social trends of the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries

MUS.VJ.4.3
Develop an understanding of influences n jazz from other cultures; West African, Caribbean, South American

MUS.VJ.4.4
Critique jazz recordings made by artists in Europe and Asia
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