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English 9
26 Benchmarks
Writing
Standard 1:  Uses the general skills and strategies of the writing process 

CA9.1.1
Uses a variety of prewriting strategies 

· develops a focus appropriate to the purpose and audience

· generates ideas through brainstorming, gathering background information

· creates formal outline 

CA9.1.2
Uses a variety of strategies to draft and revise written work 

· assesses and adjusts content, organization, and style to suit purpose

· checks for clear and appropriate focus

· reviews development of information for relevance, specificity, and clarity

· uses appropriate devices and transitions to exhibit direction, shape, coherence, and fluency

· redrafts for precise engaging vocabulary with a sense of voice and awareness of audience and purpose

· evaluates and varies sentence structure and length to enhance meaning

CA9.1.3
Uses a variety of strategies to edit and publish written work 

· uses a checklist to guide proofreading 

· edits for grammar, usage, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling 

· conforms to standard presentation format (e.g. spacing, pagination, heading, etc.
CA9.1.5
Uses strategies to address writing to different audiences and purposes
· adjusts formality of style to appropriate (i.e. scholarly) audience
· adapts writing to different purposes

Standard 2:  Uses the stylistic and rhetorical aspects of writing 

CA9.2.1
Uses precise and descriptive language that clarifies and enhances ideas and supports different purposes

· to achieve a specific tone

· to explain concepts in literature

CA9.2.2
Uses paragraph form in writing 

· constructs a topic sentence which states the controlling idea

· uses supporting sentences which clarify and complete the main idea 

· uses clincher or closing sentences 

· arranges ideas and paragraphs in a logical order

CA9.2.3
Uses a variety of sentence structures and lengths 

· uses a variety of simple, complex and compound sentences

CA9.2.4
Uses a variety of transitional devices effectively
· phrases, sentences 

CA9.2.5
Organizes ideas to achieve cohesion in writing 

· uses strategies that may include: logical order for purpose and development; chronological; spatial; order of importance; comparison/ contrast; cause and effect; illustration (reasons, examples, facts)

Standard 3:  Uses grammatical and mechanical conventions in written compositions

CA9.3.1
Uses grammatical conventions appropriately in writing

· grammatical structures
· relative pronouns

· subordinating and correlative conjunctions

· direct and indirect objects

· predicate nominatives

· predicate adjectives

· clauses (adjective, adverb, and noun)
· sentence structures

· simple sentences

· compound sentences

· complex sentences

· compound-complex sentences

· documentation and punctuation of source material

· quotation marks

· ellipses

· colons

· indentation

· parenthetical citation
CA9.3.2
Uses conventions of capitalization and spelling in written compositions 

· spells high frequency, commonly misspelled words from appropriate grade-level list

Standard 4:  Gathers and uses information to develop formal compositions
CA9.4.1
Selects appropriate textual support 

· develops a plan for incorporating source material
· selects relevant source material

CA9.4.2
Uses systematic strategies to organize and record information

· graphics, conceptual maps, notes, outlines 

· formulates questions and refines topics

CA9.4.5
Writes literary analysis 

· crafts a thesis statement

· constructs introductory paragraph that leads toward thesis statement

· constructs conclusion that revisits and justifies thesis

· constructs body paragraphs that start with a claim, introduce a quote or example for support, and make commentary that discusses the above (this construction is sometimes known as CQC: Claim, Quote, Comment)

· synthesizes information from a single source into a logical sequence

· integrates quotations and citations into flow of paper

· draws conclusions based on information from source

CA9.4.6
Uses MLA format and methodology for documenting source 

· credits quotes and paraphrased ideas within text and on Work Cited page
· understands the meaning and consequences of plagiarism

· distinguishes own ideas from others

Reading

Standard 5:  Uses the general skills and strategies of the reading process

CA9.5.1
Uses a variety of strategies to extend reading vocabulary

· uses roots and affixes to infer meaning 

· uses cognates 

· uses context clues to determine meaning 

CA9.5.2
Uses Active Reading Strategies to derive meaning from a text

· understands active reading strategies

· asks questions to clarify confusion and uncertainties

· predicts what is going to happen and checks predictions

· connects prior knowledge of literary elements and personal experiences to events and makes connections between one event and another

· responds by expressing personal feelings and an understanding of people, events, and theme

· visualizes events and details

· summarizes the events of the story

· identifies meaningful patterns in the text

Standard 6:  Uses reading skills and strategies to understand and interpret a variety of literary texts

CA9.6.1
Uses reading skills and strategies to understand a variety of literary genres and their characteristics

· novels

· short stories

· poems

· drama (including Shakespeare)
CA9.6.2
Understands the use of complex elements of plot in specific literary works exposition

· conflict (internal and external)
· inciting incident

· rising action

· climax

· falling action

· resolution/dénouement 
CA9.6.3
Understands the elements of character development

· types of characters:  protagonist, antagonist, static, dynamic, round, flat, foil
· character traits and motivations

· indirect and direct development of characters (e.g. through their words, speech patterns, thoughts, actions, narrator’s description, and interaction with other characters)
CA9.6.4
Understands the effects of author’s style and complex literary devices and techniques on the overall quality of a work 

· point of view:  first person,, third person limited, third person omniscient

· theme

· tone

· mood

· irony (verbal, situational, dramatic)

· flashback

· foreshadowing

· suspense 

· figurative language:  simile, metaphor, personification, hyperbole

· poetic language:  blank verse, couplet, meter (including iambic pentameter), imagery, fixed form (including sonnet), open form (aka free verse)
· dramatic devices:  aside, monologue, soliloquy, comic relief, act, scene, poetry vs. prose (in Shakespeare)
· sound devices:  alliteration, rhyme, rhyme scheme, onomatopoeia

· allusion

· oxymoron

· symbol

· motif

Listening and Speaking

Standard 8:  Uses listening and speaking strategies for different audiences and purposes

CA9.8.1
Uses a variety of strategies to enhance listening comprehension 

· uses graphic organizer for note taking

· notes cues such as change of pace or particular words that indicate a new point is about to be made

· selects and organizes essential information according to focus area 

CA9.8.2
Recognizes and demonstrates effective listening behaviors

· analyzes physical and mental factors that affect listening

· listens critically

· listens actively

· exhibits positive listening behaviors (e.g. eye contact, posture, appropriate response, etc.)

CA9.8.3
Makes formal presentations to the class 

· understands and demonstrates process for pre-writing (i.e. generating topic and thesis statement; gathering information; understanding purpose, audience, and occasion)

· understands and demonstrates process for preparation of speech (i.e. organizing the body; developing effective introduction and conclusion; using effective transitions; creating an outline)

· composes and adapts language to suit audience and purpose

· presents a variety of types of formal presentations, including informative presentations (expository and/or process); persuasive presentations; and other types of formal presentations (e.g., narrative, special occasion, etc.)

· effectively uses visual aids or technology, including PowerPoint and similar presentation tools

CA9.8.4
Participates in academic discourse

· asks questions and makes comments that further the academic discussion
Viewing and Media
Standard 9:  Uses viewing skills and strategies to understand and interpret visual media and technology
CA9.9.2
Uses a variety of criteria to interpret and to evaluate visual media

· literary film interpretation
Addenda

Prerequisites:  Students need to have a working understanding the following grammatical terms and concepts prior to entering English 9:
· parts of speech

· nouns (common, proper, compound, collective)
· verbs (action, linking, verb phrases, verb tense)

· pronouns (personal, reflexive, antecedent)

· adjectives (questions they answer, parts of speech they modify, articles)
· adverbs (questions they answer, parts of speech they modify)

· prepositions (prepositional phrases, object of preposition)
· conjunctions (coordinating, correlative)

· interjections

· parts of a sentence

· subject
· predicate

· compounds (subject, predicate)

Terms and concepts moved:  The following terms and concepts have been moved from English 9 to either English 10 or English 11:

· usage
· the difference between standard and nonstandard English

· pronoun/antecedent agreement

· active and passive voice

· subjunctive mood

· parallel structure

· punctuation (in standard writing as opposed to in documentation)
· semi-colons
· colons

· ellipses

· dashes

· parentheses
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